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with the limited means at hand. In any case, the
example set by the Confederates in burning the vil-
lage of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, a town which
was not garrisoned, would seem to make, a defense
of the act of firing the seat of government of the
State most responsible for the conflict then raging
not imperative.

The Confederate troops having vacated the city,
the mayor took possession, and sallied forth to meet
the commander of the National forces for the pur-
pose of surrendering the town, making terms for
the protection of property, etc. Sherman paid no
attention at all to the overture, but pushed forward
and took the town without making any conditions
whatever with its citizens. He then, however, coop-
erated with the mayor in extinguishing the flames
and providing for the people who were rendered
destitute by this destruction of their homes. When
he left there he even gave the mayor five hundred
head of cattle to be distributed among; the citizens,
to tide them over until some arrangement could
be made for their future supplies. He remained in
Columbia until the roads, public buildings, work- 287
shops, and everything that could be useful to the
enemy were destroyed. While at Columbia Sher-
man learned for the first time that what remained
of Hood's army was confronting him, under the
command of General Beauregard.

Charleston was evacuated on the 18th of Febru-
ary, and Foster garrisoned the place. Wilmington
was captured on the 22d. Columbia and Cheraw,
farther north, were regarded as so secure from in-
vasion that the wealthy people of Charleston and
Augusta had sent much of their valuable propertyKentucky.   I immedi-
